© ARMY INTZRVENTION NOT ELECTION

BY CHEDDI JAGAN

The official results for the 53-member National Assembly were People's
National Congress (PNC) 37 seais; People's Progressive Party (PPP) 14 seats and
the Liberator Pérty 2 seats,

But what took place on July 16, 1973, was not a guneral election; Rather,
it was a virtual army takeover, Ballot'boxes were sei;ed and impounded by the
army, aﬁﬁﬁghameless}y tampered with.

The extensive electoral fraud wasithe résulf of a combination of paaded
voters liists 1n51de and outside GuJana, postal and proxy votlng, and army seizure
and %ampering with ballot boxés.. |

The voters lists increased by 24 per cent betwren 1908 and 1972 -~ an 1mpos—

sible Tead con51der1ng a net populqtlon 1ncrease of about 2.5 per cent per yehr.

The official figure for all Guyanese age 271 and above was 314,564 on

April 7, 1973. Yet the voters lists as of May 34, 1973, had 384,434 names (no%

including 34,804 registered overseas voters).

In other words, about 70,000 represented dead, underage and non-exisuioent

persons, These voted by wmeans of the postal_(first introduced in 49%3) and proxy
systen of voting.
And thousands of legitimate voters could not vole because either they did

no% have thplr offlclal I.D. (iéentification) Ca rds, or their napes appearcd on

the pre11m1aary but not on the flnal voters 1lsts, or Ouﬂ rg'had voted "For-then

Cop e

mainly by proxy or postal voting.“
A But in spite of those irregﬁiérities,"Burnhamfs PUC could not have‘won had
the crmed forced mot. inmtervened aﬁd intercepited the.ballot boxes. That is why ﬁbe
PNC did not agree to any of the following legitimate demands of the 3 opposition
partiesﬁt L ) |
(1) . a preliminary coumt of ballots at the place of polling;

(2) .proper and adequatc scaling of the boxes;

(3) an agreed reyﬂ;sgn%a'ivc of the 3 opposition partics to travel in

the same vehicle conveying the ballot boxes frow polling place to
chountlng place.

Bollot boxes were seigzed by the army and kept for long hours, even doys,
, . . . z . .
at arwy headquarters in Georgetown, where they werc tompered with,

In four boxcs for tne MHor t‘rugt Digtrict werce found 21 wads of hallc
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popors wrapped with elastic bands or held together with paper clips!

For the 1 Wazarunl—PoJapo dis rict,‘pdrcels of ballots were found folded

together not twice as requircd by law, but once;

Objection had been rzised and rccorded about the wrong official stamping
of gach ballot puper on thc‘inside. Yhen the box was opened, all the ballots
were svamped on the'outside,.as required by law, and marked for the PNCE

As regards the coverseos voies, the ruling People's National Congress

securcd in the recent elections 98 per cent of the votes cast as compared with

95 per cent in 1968,

Commcnting on the 1968 eclectoral fraud, Mr, Humphre* Taylor, Director of
Opinion Research Centre, in ths Granada T,V, expose, “The Making of a Prinme
Minister?, saids: '

"Obviously I don't know whot happencd in GLJunv but =g far as Britain is
conccrned, the cofpilation of the register was o totally dishonest znd
cérrupt operation., ind, as we hawl clearly cstablished, the great ndjorit,
of the pcople listed, do ndt exist, This I would think is unprecedented
for a Commonwcalth country, as far as I kncw; aond it's you know, a preiiy
awful and disgraccful episode,®

.

Granada's Research .Iditor, Gus Macdonald in the‘samb film said:

It is my firm conclusion” that %he electlon insidz uuyana Was néither frec
.mor faiyr,™ B -

Now, dn.another film, Granada T.V. has again cxPosed the. extensive clec-
toral fraud which helped the PNC “to remain in power.

Without the blatant and shameless bit of election rigging; the PNC could
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nov have obtqlned a 2/3 majoritys indeed, its real strength is only about 1/3

uhe elecmorate.

This was clearly shown In its stronghold, Georgetown, the capital. Hore .
the voters! turnout was very lcw, 2bout 20 per cent lower than in the rural arens,
ind the PNC's share.of the “otzl clectorate dropped froum 60 per cent in 1968 %o
Lg per cent in 1973.

The PNC c¢laim that it has breached PPP strongheolds is umerc propaganda. To,
disprove it, the PPP has announced that it would be preparcd to have iwmpariiall-.
] supcrvised polls in.one or mere of the sceveral electorel districts claimed to h =

( been won by the PNC,

A rising tide of anger is sweeping Guyana todaw. The people have come to

realize the limitations of the electoral road $o people's political power. They

™

know from bitter expericnce thot the PNC is prepared o use the arny and police

and th. judiciary ot only +o stcal o government, but 2lso to intimidate,

hornss and even murder to stay in power,

A new stage has bean reoached in- {he struggle for mational liberation and

27, 1973. - ~====000-——
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